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Challenges and Response Proposals on
Public Health Emergency Legal System under COVID-19 Epidemic

XIAO Youdan
(1 Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China;
2 School of Public Policy and Management, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China )

Abstract  The occurrence and rapid outbreak of COVID-19 epidemic, has posed severe challenges to China’s current public health
emergency legal system with the Infectious Diseases Prevention Law and Regulations on Emergency Response to Public Health
Emergencies as the core. The obvious shortcomings and deficiencies are exposed in the aspects of Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID)
prevention, authority allocation difference on disease control and emergency response, public information disclosure and the legality of
emergency measures. According to the needs of epidemic prevention and control, it is urgent to declare a State of Emergency in Wuhan
and other local areas, and to improve the prevention and control system for EID in the follow-up legislation, so as to establish a regular
legal mechanism for public health early warning and safeguard the public rights to know.

Keywords COVID-19, Infectious Diseases Prevention Law, public health emergency, Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID), state of

emergency
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