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New Ruralism Movement in China and Its Impacts on Protection and
Revitalization of Heritage Villages: Xixinan Experiment in Huizhou District,
Anhui Province

Yu Kongjian
( College of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China )
Abstract After three decades’ rapid urbanization in China, hundreds and thousands of villages, together with rich heritages of bearing the
magnificent agricultural civilization, have been disappearing and degrading. Meanwhile, a new trend of pro-ruralism movement, called new
Shangshan Xiaxiang (going down to the countryside) Movement is now emerging, that brings urban residents into the villages. It is a blessing
or another historical destructive force for the heritage villages depending on how one adapts to the movement. Passive protection of village
heritages has been proven unsuccessful and active adaptation to this new social trend seems to be imperative, and adaptive strategies and
solutions need to be explored that require experiments on site. In this article, the author discussed a working framework of heritage village
protection and revitalization in facing the new Shangshan Xiaxiang movement, and tested this framework in the experiment in the village

Xixinan in Huizhou District, Anhui Province, China.
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