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China’s Geopolitical Strategy of the Belt and Road Initiative Based on
Theory of Externality

Yu Huilu®  Dong Suocheng' LiYu' LiZehong' Shi Guangyi' LiFei” LiFujia' Chang Yongzhi'
(1 Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;
2 University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China;

3 China-ASEAN Collaborative Innovation Center for Regional Development, Nanning 530004, China )
Abstract Based on the review of present geopolitical theory, this paper analyzes the shortcomings of these theories which include too broad
macroscopic perspective, lack of the foundation of international ethics, and considers that these theories cannot adapt the evolution trends
and characteristics of international geopolitical pattern under the backdrop of globalization and cannot provide sufficient theoretical guidance
for the formulation of China’s geopolitical strategy. This paper puts forward the concept of externality of geopolitical strategy, and considers
that: in the era of globalization, country’s geopolitical strategy would produce externality which will increase with increase of this country’s
scale and international influence. The minimization of negative externality, which should become the goal of optimization of geopolitical
strategy, can help to realize the maximization of state’s interests. The characteristic that geopolitical strategy possesses externality is of great
significance for the research of geopolitical strategy. This paper argues that: the research of geopolitical strategy should look regional or global
geopolitical patterns as an organic system; mathematical model should be developed to discuss the relationship between geopolitics and geo-
economics; systematically study of the geopolitical policy and its efficiencies should be strengthened; pay more attention to the study of

historic case of geopolitical events. Based on the guiding principle of minimization of negative externality, this paper analyzes the geopolitical
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strategies of hegemonic country and China. The maximization of positive externality is the most important geopolitical strategic benefit of
hegemonic power, containment of the development of emerging power is main strategic logic thinking of hegemonic power. The paper analyzes
the phase characteristics and development trends of the geopolitical and geo-economic relations between hegemonic power and emerging
power, and summarizes some key issues to which China’s geopolitical strategy of the Belt and Road Initiative should pay attention. Firstly,
strengthen systematic study of the geopolitical patterns of the world and China’s surrounding areas in order to achieve the minimization of
negative externality and maximization of state’s interests. Secondly, respect America’s interests and international status, strive to establish a
new type of win-win relationship between two countries in which they can live in friendship and develop in parallel, strengthen official and
folk communication in order to decrease the probability of conflict because of strategic miscalculation. Thirdly, enhance the right to speak in
the field of working out international regulations, improve China’s cultural soft power, and increase the number of levels of geopolitical system
which is established in the leading role of China and the number of peripheral countries, but never pursue positive externality. Fourthly, learn
from China’s successful experiences of “crossing a river by feeling the way over the stones” of reform and opening up and construction of
economic zones, increase the reserve of geopolitical policies, prepare sufficient emergency plan for future possible geopolitical crisis. Fifthly,
strengthen our endeavors to promote the construction concepts of the Belt and Road Initiative which include open and inclusive, mutual benefit
and win-win results, community with a common future.

Keywords geopolitical strategy, externality, minimization of negative externality, hegemonic power, emerging power
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