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Effects of New-type Urbanization on Poverty Alleviation and Development
and Corresponding Countermeasures

Long Hualou' Tu Shuangshuang'” Ge Dazhuan'?
(1 Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;
2 University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China )
Abstract By the end of 2014, there are still 14 contiguous poverty-stricken areas, 592 national poverty counties, 128 thousand impoverished
villages, 29.49 million poor families, and 70.17 million rural poor population in China. Usually, most contiguous poverty-stricken areas lie in
revolutionary base areas, minority areas, remote and border areas with bad physical conditions and weak socio-economic foundation, which
determines that the task of poverty reduction is arduous in these areas. Urbanization is an objective process of socio-economic development.
Affected by the factors such as physical conditions, economic development foundation, allocation of production elements, and the national
and regional policy guidance, urbanization in different areas and at different stages has diversified influences on regional economic growth,
social development, and the improvement of ecological environment. Recently, with the rapid advance of urbanization, the negative effects of
urban-rural and inter-regional development gap are increasingly obvious and have attracted more attention. Accordingly, the strategy of new-
type urbanization was put forward during the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China in November 2012, and the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China and the State Council of China jointly issued “The National Plan of New-type Urbanization
(2014-2020)” in March 2014. At present, new-type urbanization and poverty alleviation and development are important strategies in China
concerning the overall situation of building a well-off society in all-round way. How to deal with the relationships between new-type
urbanization and poverty alleviation and development is one of the most significant topics in the field of geography and regional sustainable
development, which is an urgent need to be studied further. Under the background of urbanization, with the population and land as the core,
the diversified interaction and subsequent marginalization of the material and non-material elements in poor areas of China have generated
considerable changes in the aspects of rural industrial structure, employment structure, consumption structure, land-use structure, and social
organization structure. Furthermore, the diversified interaction and marginalization have brought about some problems in part of the poor
areas, e.g., the flow away of young laborers, the weakening of rural development main body, the abandonment of rural land, and the shortage
of public infrastructure, while the changes in the internal allocation of production elements will further produce adverse effects on regional
market capacity of economic development. From the view of the flow of production elements, this paper firstly elaborates the effects of
urbanization on the socio-economic development in poor areas. Then, combining with the negative impacts of traditional urbanization on
local self-development level and sustainable development ability, it probes the influential paths that new-type urbanization promotes poverty

alleviation and development, e.g., settling down the former agricultural population who have migrated to the cities in orderly way, restructuring
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the spatial layout of “city-town-village” to provide spatial platform for local industrial development and public infrastructure configuration,
fostering open and thriving industrial system to provide the dynamic support for enhancing the motive power of endogenous development, and
promoting urban-rural integration development to provide fundamental guarantee for the equal exchanges of urban-rural development elements
and the balanced allocation of public resources. However, the effective implementation of new-type urbanization and the smooth advance of
poverty alleviation and development are directly or indirectly related to a series of resources allocation system and macro policy environment
concerning household registration, land use, finance, planning, etc. Finally, in order to provide references for coordinating urban and rural
development via the “double-wheel driving” of new-type urbanization and poverty alleviation and development, this paper proposes policy
suggestions and institute optimization paths, e.g., improving the related systems and policies of transforming agricultural population to urban
citizen, pushing forward the reform of rural land property rights system, innovating the methods of financial service in poor areas, advancing
related policy and technical system of rural restructuring planning, and establishing the ecological compensation mechanism.

Keywords new-type urbanization, poverty alleviation and development, urban-rural integration development, spatial optimization, poor areas
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