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Space Science as An Important Driving Momentum toward
Nation’s Independent Innovation Development
Wu Ji
(National Space Science Center, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract Starting with its definition and objective of space science, the article presents the important func-
tions of space science in its frontier characteristics for fundamental research, its driving momentum for space
technology and other related high technologies, and its impact on nation’s politics, diplomacy, defense, and so-
cial developments. The Strategic Priority Program on Space Science carried out by Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences is also introduced in these circumstances to show its impact on China as a driving force toward indepen-
dent innovation for the country.
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