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Technology Property Rights Policy Correlates with Technological Achievements and
Their Transfer: the Evolvement and Limitations of China’s Policy on
Technology Property Rights
Xu Xiaoyang Li Xiaoxuan
(Institute of Policy and Management, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)
Abstract The evolvement of technology property rights policies in China was analyzed in this paper. The re-
sults indicated that a progressive reform has been taken in the devolution of technology property rights. After
the reform and opening up, the technology property rights policies were set up to regulate the administration of
the state-owned technologies. Under this system, the ownership of the technology was authorized to universi-
ties/institutes, and the disposition of the technology must be examined and approved by the government. To fa-
cilitate the technology transfer, pilot reform was conducted in Zhongguancun National Demonstration Zone
from 2011. The technology under 8 million could be disposed by universities/institutes without the examination
and approval by the government, and part of the earnings could be retained by universities/institutes. However,
the universities/ institutes must report to Ministry of Finance in one month after the disposition. In 2014, the
State Council executive meeting decided to further deepen the reform. The disposition can be decided and all
the earnings can be retained by universities/institutes. As the results, the technology property rights policy in
China is literally similar to that in developed countries and regions. However, due to the technology was
state-owned and the corresponding managements, the real owner of the technology is virtualized, and the contri-
butions of innovator have not been reflected properly in the property rights of the technology in China, leading
to the failure of market in technology transfer and the absence of the incentives for universities/institutes and in-

novator.
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