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Nano-ethics: Ethics Seeking for the Future Safety
Wang Guoyu
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Abstract Ethical reflections upon nanotechnology, which originate from fears and concerns of the nanotechnol-
ogy risks, has so far been studied and gone through three phases: first to sort out ethical problems of nanotech-
nology, then to reflect on nanotechnology’ s potentiality, and finally to reflect on the previous reflections. Re-
flective studies on Nanotechnology ethics also involve three levels: the real and specific spectrum consider-
ation, future and conceptual speculative as well as the perspective assessment and management of nanotechnol-
ogy. Studies show that the fears and concerns originate from new properties of nanotechnology, namely the in-
termediaries and uncertainty. Therefore, it is the responsibility of nano-ethics to explore and construct an ethi-
cal framework for nanotechnology activities, in order to promote its healthy and sustainable development and
for a safe future free of fears and concerns that people hold.
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