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Understanding Environmental Change Planning Sustainable Development
Development Directions for Geography in China
Cai Yunlong
(The Research Center for Geographical Sciences, College of Urban and Environmental Sciences,
Peking University 100871 Beijing)

Abstract Geography study environmental change, the coupled human-environment systems and inter-reactions
in time and space. It aims to plan the approaches to sustainable development. Geography is diversity in topics,
methods and philosophical-ethical positions. The key lies in mastering such kind of diversities, and it is full of
vitality and fascination of geography. The concerns of geography are becoming the core topics for discussion of
science and society. Geography will make more and more important contributions for these. This paper also
sums up the development trends of contemporary geography, expounds the development objectives, and proposes
the major research fields for the future
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