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Prospects for Astronomy in Early 21th Century
Li Qibin
( National Astronomical Observatories, CAS, 100101 Beijing)

Achievement of astronomy in past century are briefly reviewed. Impetus of developing contenr
porary astronomy are discussed. It is mentioned that due to a series large ground-based and space
observational facilities constructed, newly discoveries will be unexpected, which will lead to start
some new research fields. Some field in astrophysics, such as dark matter, black hole, dawn of
the universe, dramatically active objects, and the effect of the astronomical environment on the
earth, should promise important breakthrough. Due to increasing budget for planet exploration and
stimulated by genomics the astrobiology will be quickly developed. It is expected to find some evi-
dences for extraterrestrial life in next decades. It is also mentioned that astronomers in China will be
challenged.
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