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Life Sciences on the boarder of the 21 Century
C. L. Tsou
( Institute of Biophysics, CAS, 100101 Beijing)

The achievements of life sciences in the past and its prospects in the coming century has been
briefly summarized, The rise of molecular studies has changed life sciences in the past century from
a descriptive to an exact science. It is proposed that in the coming century, the outlook of life sci-
ences will be characterized firstly by unification of analytical and comprehensive studies, in the
sense that structural analysis will be increasingly unified with functional aspects. Secondly, a deeper
penetration of the basic aspects of life will lead to a unified understanding of life across the species
resulting eventually to a general biology in the true sense of the word. Lastly, the coming century
will also be marked by an unprecedented impact of fundamental studies of life sciences on all as-

pects of hurman welfare.
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